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. 5 Of THE 4 
Siege of Aav! FL EIA. 
. HoE VER expects 0 db 
"x, the ſiege of Aquileia, the Rory 5 
: on which the new traged) is 
founded, will be diſappointed. | 
: . However, as there is ſome affi- - 


nity between the hiſtory of the 
. 1 and the ſtory of the play, it may be ne- 
2 - for the better underſtanding the lat 
5 = ter, we ſhould be acquainted with the former. 
Io fay that Maximinus, the when a. 3 
Te 3 emperor, laid ſiege to the city of A. 
quileia, in the year 238 of the Chriſtian æra, 
is not enou gh. We ſhall preſent the reader 
with the motives of this undertaking, and in 
order to do this, we muſt mays 2 n 
View 1 hi ſtory. 
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In the year 23 5, during the reign of — » 
3 tie High-Germans and other northern 
nations took up arms as uſual againſt the Ro- 


D 


mans. They marched with ſuch rapidit 155 . 
Wards Italy, as even to throw the capital : @ 
conſternation. Alexander oppoſed their - A 
greſs, and by his extraordinary vigilance daily A 
gained advantage over them. But his ſoldi- 4 


ers, quartered in Gaul, having, under the 
reign of Heliogabalus, the preceding empe- 
ror, been inured to idleneſs a ebauchery, 
could not brook with Alexander's ſevere diſci- 
pline. Among theſe troops was one Maxi- 
minus, by nation a Goth, whom Alexander, 
in regard of his valor, had preferred to the 
command of a body of Pannonians; but he, 
unmindful of his duty, and of the obligations 
he owed to the emperor, inſtead of attemp- 
ting to appeaſe the licentious and diſcontented | 
- foldiery, fomented under- band the tumult, 
And by his ſeditious ſpeeches inſpired the mul⸗ 1 
ttitude with contempt for Alexander, as ne 
Who was governed by a penurious woman, 
meaning Mamma his mother. Alexander was 
at this time near Mentz on the Rhine, and, 
e but a ſmall body of troops, Maximi- 
nus reſolved to lay hold of that opportunity 
90 diſpatch him, not doubting but his own 
Toldiers, on the death of the emperor, would 
raiſe him to that dignity, He communicated 
his defign to ſome of the moſt bold and for- 
Ward of them, who, animated with the hopes 
4 of Eon preferment, readily: entered into his 
5 * 27 2 eau, 


— - 


"fav 


meaſures, 8 the e act was perpe⸗ 
trated. Alexander, with great compoſure,” ” 
ſubmitted his neck to the executioner. Upon 
. et be by the ſoldiers was pro- 
claimed emperor, but the ſenate and people 
of Rome, at firſt, refuſed to confirm their 
election, wee afterwards "I conſented | 
to BE 1s 
The new emperor. Lon his reign with: 
committing the moſt horrid cruelties, laying F 
waſte by fire and ſword every province he 
marched through ; he ſeemed to threaten all 
Germany with becoming a ſcene of deſola- 
tion, and puniſhed, with the moſt painful 
deaths, al thoſe who did not eſpouſe his 
cauſe. The people of Rome began to dread _ 
the tyrant, and every day their fears were in- 


, 


ereaſed by the news of ſome barbarous act; ö 1 


they prayed inceſſantly that he might never 
come to the capital: great numbers were flain 
there by his order, whom he either ſuſpected 

of infidelity, or who were acquainted with his 
mean extraction . Theſe proceedings, a- 
length, became fo hateful to the Romans, 
that they could not avoid ſhewing their diſlike; © 
but gs firſt” . its deteſt ation of him 
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le was, according to Syncellus, a native of Thawss i 


according to Herodian, Capitolinus, and Jornandes 
born in a village on the confines of that province, and 
the country of the Barbarians. His father, by name 


Micca, was a Goth, and his mother Ahaba, an Alan. 3 


He was of à very mean W and in bs: ally 
youth a 8 5 | 
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_ _ emperor, Tur his ſon being ſlain in a battle 
with ſome of Maximinus's adherents, the fa- 
ther flew himſelf. Upon which, tlie ſenate 
of Rome elected the youngeſt Gordian, grand- 
ſon to the eldeſt, and made him Ceſar. The 
ſenate, now conſidering in what dangers they 
were involved, and what might iſſue from the 
vat power of Maximinus, made all neceſſary 
| don, for their ſafety and ſecurity, writing 
letters into all provinces, commanding all thoſe 
governors to be diſplaced who were e eſtabliſh 
ed by Maximinus, and ordering Gordian to be 
proclaimed emperor. This order and direc- 
tion was obeyed in moſt. provinces ; in ſome, 
the governors were ſlain, and in others, the 
ſenate's meſſengers ; ſo that there was blood= 
. ſhed i in all parts, and the cruelty of Maximi- 
nus made all men cruel. When the tyrant 


heard of theſe tranſactions, he grew enraged; 


bis fury was nothing ſhort of madneſs : he 
reſolved to march 1805 Italy, there to glut his 


inſatiable appetite of revenge, by burning all 
the towns and villages. To oppoſe the for- 
midable enemy, the ſenate made choice of 


M. Clodius, Pupienus, Maximus, and Deci- 
be. ops, Cœllus, Balbinus, for emperors. The 
friends of Maximinus in Rome, were put to 
- death, and levies were made for Pupienus, 
who, being the better acquainted with martial 
affairs, left the city to ace neee who, 
with amazing rapidity, 

wa eee 1 not ang incumbered his 
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ad cruſſed the Alps, 
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with carrying . proviſipn, being in expectation 
of getting plenty in Italy, but he was terri> 
bly mortified when he found he was deprived 


the tutelor god of the 
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of this advantage; the country, before he 


came into 125 was, by the precaution of the 


ſenate, rendered almoſt deſtitute of proviſion. 


However, he purſued his march, and being 
informed that the city of Aquileia had ſhut its 


gates againſt a party which he had ſent to 


take poſſeſſion of it, he marched: thither = 


perſon, with all his forces, not doubting but 
the inhabitants would ſubmit on the approach 


of his whole army. But Criſpinus, and Me- 


nophilus, two conſulers of grew reſolution 
and intrepidity, to whom the ſenate had com- 


mitted the defence of the city , anſwered 


Þ 


the tribune, ſent by Maximinus to ſummon 
them to ſurrender, that they were determined 


to hold out to the laſt ; and rather forfeit their 


lives, than betray their truſt, oc yield to ſuck!” | 

a cruel, bloody, and Faithleſs tyrant. At he 

ſame time, to animate the inhabitants who =. 

began to waver, they gave out, that Apollo,. 
pl 


all the vines and neighbouring groves, which 
were a great ornament to the place, to be cut 


down, and began to batter the walls with an 
incredible number of warlike engines; and to 


harraſs 


* Univerſal Hiſt. Vol. x. - 
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of victory, which diſpelled all fear, ſo that © 
every one began to prepare for a vigorous de- 
fence. Maximinus, in the mean time, cauſed | 


g 3 * 5 
* [ 1 ] 


which they ſuſtained with ſuch reſolution and 


intrepidity, as can hardly be expreſſed. Even 


the women and children appeared on the ram- 
parts, and bore their ſhare in the common 


danger; the women eſpecially fignalized their 
zeal, by yielding their hair to be employed in 
making ſtrings for the bows, and other war- 
like machines. The ſenate, out of gratitude, 


after the death of Maximinus, cauſed a mag- 


_ Dificent temple to be erected, which they con- 


harraſs the beſieged with repeated affaults ; | 


ſecrated to VEnus CaLva, or Venus the bald. 


| The ſoldiers of Maximinus, in the beginning 
of the fiege ſhewed great ardor; which, how- 


ever, began to abate when they found the 


inhabitants firmly determined to undergo all 


labors and hardſhips, rather than ſubmit: 


Maximinus, highly provoked at their back- 


Wardneſs, and beſides, enraged at the bitter 
Teproaches uttered by the inhabitants againſt 
Him and his ſon, as often as they approached 

the walls, cauſed ſeveral of his officers to be 


publickly executed *, aſcribing the coolneſs 
of the ſoldiers to the want of courage in them. 


This exaſperated the ſoldiers already inclined 
to mutiny, for want of proviſions, of which, 


and even of water, there was a great ſcarcity 
in the Camp. Beſides, A report Was ſpread, 


that the whole empire was arming againſt 
Maximinus, and ready to fall upon thote who 
ſupported him in his tyranny.  Hereupon the 


Albanians, 


1 
2 
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= Mn: that i is, FER ſoldiers beta ging to 
the camp of Alba, took a ſudden reſolution 
to diſpatch the author of ſo many calamities; _. 
and having made his guards accomplices in 
the deſign, and tearing. his portrait out of his 
enſign, they entered his tent at noon- day, 
' ® * when he and his ſon were repoſing themſelves 
3 ' after dinner; boldly ſet upon him, and flew. 
# him without reſiſtance, and likewiſe his ſon, 
ſaying, of a:curſed litter, not a whelþ is to be 
' # + ſpared. With them were ſlain Anolinus their 
captain of the guards, and all their chief mi- 
niſters and friends. Such was the end of the. -—- 
reign, or rather of the tyranny of the Trad 
Maximins, the father in the 6 5th year of 
his age, and the ſon in the 21ſt. : 
The whole army now preſented themſelves 
3 | ak before the gates of Aquileia, ac- 
A | quainted the beſieged with the death of Maxi- 
minus, and defired to be admitted in the city. 
It was not thought adviſeable to open the 
1 gates to them; but, after they had adored 
' F + the images of Maximus, Balbinus, and Gor- 
*F dian, placed for that purpoſe on the ramparts, 
a2 great quantity of proviſion was ſent. to their 
camp; for they were almoſt famiſhed, ane 
the next day they all took the uſual oaths. "ES. 4 
' F# Maximus and Balbinus. The heads of the | 
, two Maximins Were ſent to Rome; and their 


bodies thrown into the river. An expreſs was : 


oF * : * 


alſo immediately diſpatched to Nome un 


theſe joyful md the who, paſſing through 
Ravenna, found the op Maximus there 
1 . . buſy 
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buſy in aſſembling his forces, in order to 


march againſt the tyrant. But when he un- 


derſtood, that he and his ſon were killed, 
that their army had ſubmitted and ſworn fide- 


lity to him and his collegue, tranſported with 


Joy, and laying aſide all military preparations, 
he repaired to the temples, to return thanks 


1 to the gods for ſuch ſignal and unexpected 
ſucceſs *. C 


Thus the reader, who has ſeen the play, 


will eafily diſcover how near a reſemblance. 
the ſtory of it, and this paſſage in the Roman 


hiſtory, bear to each other. There is more 
than a poſſibility for conjecturing, that the 
Play was originally wrote without the author's 
aving his eye on the fiege of Aquileia, and. 
that it- has attained this new name, with a 


few alterations, in order to be brought on the 
theatre; for before it could not by any means 


be repreſented on an Engliſh ſtage. This ob- 


ſervation will be more clearly demonſtrated 
by peruſing the ſiege of Berwick.  _ 


— — a . — 5 N 4 * 1 3 
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The two Maximins were lin in the g91ft year 
of the city of Rome; 261 years after the ſettlement 
of the empire by Auguſtus ; 238 after our Saviour's na- 

_* tivity ; 142 after the laſt of the twelve Cæſars; and 
- 45 after the public ſale of the empire by the ſoldiers, , 
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| The Siege cf BERWICK. | 


Wa 2 ſhall firſt peofing the poly with the. 
Y motives of this fiege, that we ma 
: enabled to form a comprehenſive ideg = TM 
Edward Baliol, the ſon of John Baliol, By ... 

| help of Edward III. king of England, un 
the crown of Scotland in the year 1332, that 

prince at the death of his father had been left 
2 minor and priſoner in England; wherefore 
there was a regency appointed, and by a trea- 

ty it was ſtipulated, that the Engliſh barons 

' ſhould be teftoredita to the eſtates they had for- 
merly poſſeſſed in Scotland; ſeveral however 
were denied the benefit of this article, Ed- 


4 ward interpoſed in their behalf, but the Sem 

amuſed him with evaſive anſwers, whence ß 

1 concluded, they intended to keep the lands 
3 they had uſurped. There are hiſtorians who _ 


_ fay, theſe differences might have been adjuſted, 
had Edward been pacifically difpoſeds bur he 
was for war, and was glad the Scots furniſn- 
47 ed him with an handle, viz. their ſeizure "of, | 
the towñ of Upſetlington, ſituated on the 1. 1 
ver Tweed, in the biſhoprie of Durham. The 
3 _. barons, whoſe intereſt was more we 4's 
'2 concerned, rejoiced' that their monarch grew 
; warm, and did not fail to exert themſelves 
1 for the recovery of their inheritances. They | 
lad recourſe to Edward Baliol, at this time a 
Pe | | priſoner 1 in LENS, and OO him Xp 
1 5 | 2 


a | 
make an effort for his father's crown : he was 
naturally enterpriſing, and therefore not averſe 


known to him, than he embraced it with ea- 
| gerneſs. The time was favorable, becauſe of 
the nonage of David de Brus, the death of 

J ees lord Douglas, and the age and infirmi- 


whe calm. Edward, without delay, prepared 
© FOF ition. 

Scotland at the head of the Engliſh forces, 
and having defeated a ſtrong body of the 
Bruſſians at Gladſmuir, 
crowned king without farther oppoſition. 
The Bruſſians offered a truce till Candlemas 


might in the interim hold a parliament to 
ſettle the affairs .of the kingdom. Balis), 
thinking all things ſecure, diſmiſſed his Eng. 
lich guards, and repaired to Annan, where he 
Propoſed to hold his parliament. The Bruſ- 
3 party, without paying any regard to the 
truce, reſolved to ſnatch this opportunity of 
ſeizing him and his attendants, and executed 


- diſpatch, that he had ſcarce time to mount 


* 5 he eſcaped with great difficulty to Carliſle, 
While his followers fell into the hands of the 


enemy, and his own brother Henry loft his 
life, after having x 
5 * n to e 
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rformed miracles of valor, 
ect a retroat. 


to the propoſal; but no ſooner was it made 


Edward Baliol entered 


the next year, to which he aſſented, that he 


of Thomas Randolph, the guardian of 


Was immediate! L 


the ſcheme with ſuch circumſpection and 


A horſe, without bridle or ſaddle, on which 


8 


© The Scots, ape fir W. Dikighs) fothel | 


Wn their ſucceſs, made incurſions into Cum- | 


berland, which they ravaged without ſcruple, 
and this infraction of the peace afforded Ed- 
ward king of England a plauſible pretence to 
renounce the treaty, and declare for Baliol. 
Hoſtilities were now committed on both ſides, - 
and ſeveral ſkirmiſhes fought on the border, 
The king of England, having no longer any 
reaſon to conceal his intentions of making a 
conqueſt of Scotland, denounced David de 
Brus a contumacious vaſſal; and while Scot- 
land was divided into two factions, the one 
being moſt part of the nobility, and their vaſ- 
ſals, tenants and ſervants were for Day id's 
right to the crown; and the other conſiſting 

of the Cummins, ard ſeveral others, were for 


Baliol's. He demanded the reſtitution of the 


town of Berwick, which his father and grand- 
father had held many years, and followed the 
ambaſſadors with his army. 
Ihey received for anſwer, That vere” 
always belonged to Scotland, till his. grand- 
father Edward had injuriouſly ſeized upon 
ce it, At length, when Robert de Brus, their 
4 [aft king, had recovered the reſt of Scotland 
FE he 156k. away that town from Edward (bie 
* father) and reduced it to its ancient rightful 
poſſeſſor and form of government, and that 
e not long ago, Edward himſelf, by the ua.” 
vice of his parliament, had renounced” all” 
«© right which he or his anceſtors might pre- 
ns ea P 1 over all eee 3 
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8 5 * fraud and 0 þ open. war ? | theſe things being 


| — = 1 — of their king to equity, and that 
L he would not watch his opportunity to 
4 injure and prejudice a young king in his 


4 abſence, * -who was both innocent,.and alſo 


ſieged Berwick by ſea and land, omitting no 
_thing which might contribute to the taking 
of it; for having a vaſt number of forces, he 


5 . ing David « de Brit, 900 was ee e 


115 1 6 E —. 
& or any of its towns and places i in particular. | 
« From 5 time they were not conſcious to 


. themſelves that they had acted any thing 


&* againſt the league ſo ſolemaly ele to. 
« Why then, within the compaſs of a few 
c« e were they twice aſſaulted by ſecret 


ſo, they ed the ambaſſadors to W 2 8 


« his own ſiſters huſband; as for themſelves, 
« they would refuſe no conditions of peace, 
10 ee they were honourable ; but if he 


* 


cc threatened them with an unjuſt force, then, 


0 according to the tutelage of the king com- 


0 mitted to them, they reſolved rather to die 
4% a noble death, than conſent to a peace pre- 


8 


20 judicial to themſelves; or the kin gdom. | 


This was the anſwer of the ere of Scot ,, . ll 


' land. But the king of England fought not 
peace, but conqueſt ; and therefore having en- 


creaſed his army with: foreign troops, he _ 


gaye his enemy no reſt night nor day. The 


_ © Scots had ſupplied this frontier with a ſtrong 


garriſon, under two of their braveſt com- 


3 n e, Sir William de Keith, go- Ro © 


E | 
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N 35 the tom.” 1 Eos Dee; Ear * 
of Marche, guardian of the caſtle. Theſe | 
TE made ſuch a gallant defence, ruining 
the works of the beſiegers. in repeated allies, 
and throwing fire into their ſhips in the river, 
y which burned many of them, that they be- 
an to be weary of their undertaking. In one 
13 of theſe ſallies, William Seton, the deputy- — 1 
*Z- © governor's illegitimate ſon was. loſt, much a. 
[ mented by all for his ſingular valor.: For 
whilſt he endeavoured to leap into an Eng- 
liſh ſhip, his own being driven too far off by 

the waves, he fell into the ſea; it being im- 
poſſible in that exigency, that any relief ſhould 
come to him. Another of Seton's ſons, but 
lawfully begotten, who, out of too great an 
eagerneſs, proceeded too far in a ſally, was 
taken by the Engliſh.” But the ſiege which 
was begun on the — day of April, 1333, had 
now laſted three months; and the defen 
| dants, beſides their toil and continual watch. g- 
ings, were in great want of proviſions; ſo 

that the garriſon, unable to hold out any longer, 

made an agreement with the Engliſh, ** That 
unleſs they were relieved by yn zoth.day 7 

« of July, they would ſurrender the to wa. 

For the performance of which, Thomas, 8 
lexander Seton's eldeſt ſon, was given as ho- 
tage. In the mean time Archibald Douglas was 

| choſen commander of the Scottiſh army, with . _ 
'» which he marched into England, intending to 

make Edward raiſe the ſiege of Berwick; this 


ip was contrary to the advice of his wiſeſt i 
. officers. # 


£ 


k 


Wi. 


officers. He came in fight of the Englith ar- 
' wy, on ſunday the 1th day of July : Edward. 
as ſoon as he was informed of this, was enn 
raged, and though the time of the truce was 
not expired, he ſent an herald into the town 
to acquaint the governor, © That if he did not 
et immediately ſurrender the city, himſelf, and 
et his garriſon, he would put his ſon Thomas 
e to death.” The governor anſwered, that 
the day appointed for 1 the city 
W.,as not yet come, and that he had given his 
aich to ftay till dle time allowed by their a- 
gfteement was expired; but all was in vain. 
13 Hereupon, love, piety, fear, and duty to- 
Wards his country, variouſly afflicted his pa- 
5 ternal ſoul; Edward, to ſtrike terror in the - 
moſt ſenſible part, cauſed a gallows to be e- 
reed full in the fight of the beſieged, and 
ordered Seton's two ſons, one an hoſtage, the 
other a priſoner of war, to be brought forth - 
to execution. At this miſerable ſpectacle the 
- governor was in the greateſt perplexity, but 
in this fluctuation of his mind, his wife, the 
mother of the young gentlemen, a woman 
of an heroic ſpirit, came to him, and put him 
in mind of his fidelity towards his king, (Da- 
vid de Brus) his love to his country, and the 
dlignity of his noble family, and endeavoured 
to fix his wavering mind by faying; If 
«theſe children be put to death, you have , | 
. others remaining alive; and, beſides, we 3 


1 


o 


are neither of us ſo old but we may have ' 
' * more. If they eſcape death, - yet it will g 


* 
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© not be Jong: but that by 3 des ca- 
o ſualty, or e 155 through age, they muſt yield 
*to fate; but if any blot of infamy ſhould 
« ſtick upon the FAT wh of the 1 88 8, it 
c would remain to all poſterity, and be an 
&© indeliable. blemiſh even, to their. innocent 
D offpring:;” She farther told him, “ That -; 
8 © ſhe had often heard-thoſe men much com- 
mmended in the diſcourſes of the wile, who 
had given up themſelves and their children 
as a facritice for the fafety of their coun- _ 
try; but if he ſhould give up the town - 
committed to his truſt, he would betray 
his country, and yet be never the more 
te certain of his childrens lives neither; for 
how could he hope that a tyrant who had 
* violated his faith now, would ſtand to his 
e word for the future? and therefore the en- 
e treated him not to prefer an uncertainty, | 
1 and (if. it ſhould be obtained) a momenta- 
* OF: advantage to a certain and perpetual 
« ignominy. By this diſcourſe, ſhi e ſome⸗ 
what ſettled his mind, and that he mi ot 
be. ſhocked, by ſo diſmal a ſpectacle, ſhe car- 
ried him to another place, from whence It - 
| could not_poflibly be ſeen, and havin 78175 
to give up the caſtle, Edward caul; - 
young gentlemen to be executed, whoſuffer- © 
i ed with great reſolution and chearfülges, 
„„ and eſteemed. it a great glory to ſuffer death oY 
=_ in defence of their father e and their "6 
cCountry's liberty. Douglas, with his arm 5 
3 encamped at ' Bothevill, "0 which Ed- 
'Z Cz 7s ward 
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ward removed to Halidowne-Hill. The Scot= > 
tiſh troops were drawn up in four diviſion, 3 
headed by the chief noblemen of their country. 
The Engliſh army was diſpoſed in four bat- AX 
{1 talions with the archers, for which the king RX 
{1 dom was always famous, on their flanks. In 
1 this ſituation, Edward waited till the enemy 
ny ſhould think proper to attack him, which 
they did next day with great fury, but the . 
attempt was raſh as well as ill-concerted, the 
Engliſh being poſted on a hill, the aſſailants 
were rolled headlong down it before they 1 
reached the ſummit ; and, as they were in ar 
; mour,. they preſently became fatigued in con= 
Ws — ſequence of running; they were terribly gal- 
WE led by the arrows of the Engliſh, and they ' , & 
| ſuffered greatly by huge ſtones that inceſſant: 
ly met them in their career. Their impetuo- 9 
fity was checked when they knew that theit 
general was ſlain by a ſpear. All oppofition 
on the fide of the hill was now at an end, they 
fell broken and dejected : which Edward per- 
n ceiving ordered John lord Darcy to attack 
them in flank, with a body of light-armed 
infantry from Ireland, while he himſelf fell 
in among them at the head of a choice bri- 
geade of arms and archers on horſebacks. The |, 
men at arms, in the Scottiſh army, had diſ- 
mounted in the beginning of the battle, and 
no when they might have been of ſome ſer- 1: 
A vice on horſeback, were deprived of their 
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bhorſes by the lacquies, who had run away 
with them from the field of battle. The Scots 
F ding 
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: being now ' ſurrounded an inde; carnage 
enſued. - Rapin fays,. thirty-two thouſand 
Scots were ſlain; but this is ſcarce credible. 


Smollet, with more probability, ſays, twenty 


| en but Buchanan ſays only ten thou- 


ſand, yet acknowledges there are ſome writers 
who ſay fourteen thouſand. The Engliſh 
are ſaid to have loſt one knights, one e 
and thirteen foot ſoldiers. 

Acſter this action, all relief was e of 


therefore Seton ſurrendered the town, and 


Dunbar the caſtle of Berwick next morning 
upon condition to march out with all their 
3 Both of them were obliged to ſwear 
ealty to Edward, and Dunbar was enjoined 
to rebuild the caſtle of Dunbar at. kia own. 
expence, which he had demoliſhed, that it 


might not be a receptacle to the Eogliſh. ": 


Edward, having ſtaid there a few days, com- 


mittted the town and the reſt of the war to 


the care of Baliol; and leaving Edward Tal- 
bot, with ſome e to aſſiſt 1585 e | 
into * Po pl 
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- great unities of the drama, viz. time and 
fie for the ſcene never changes after the 
curtain is drawn up, nor is the time ſuppoſed 
1e be any longer than the play takes in re- 
Sſenting. It were to be wiſhed; the third 
great unity, viz. action, merited an equal - 
| Find of propriety ;* it is true, the action is 
but one action, and it is the Tame from the 
End of the firſt act, t 15 pe che middle of the fifth, 
that is, the e t it may be called, 
Has not a ſufficiency of 1 12 ents to divert our 
Attention, which is rouzed by telling us ex- 
tremely early, too early, that Paulus and Ti- 


tos, the” governor's two ſons, are taken pri- 


ſoners in 4 fally, and that the enemy will be- 
Head" them before the walls, in fight of their 
father, if he refuſes delivering ' up the city: 
the governor perſeveres in his defence, in 
hopes of relief, and eſpecially, as Aquileia is 
looked upon as the key of Italy; therefore we 
are in. the utmoſt expectation to know the 
fate of the two captives, every act preſents 
nothing of variety; we are in the ſame pain- 
ful ſuſpence concerning the fate of Paulus and 
Titus, which'is all that rouzes the attention 
- of the licence, and the ſentence being told 
ſo very ſoon, the play becomes languid before 
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[were unavoidable, fince the affinity Kethreda 
them would haye been tov. glaring for the 


bare name of Aquileia to have ſhielded. To 
make amends for this, the language is ex- 


tremely fine, every act is replete with the 


moſt noble and tender ſentiments. Almoſt 
every expreſſion from the mouths of Emilius 
and Cornelia raiſe in us pity and admiration, 
and almoſt enyy. Who can look on her af- 
flictions without ſympathizing with her? 
who can behold the Roman conſul, in the 
greateſt agony of divided ſorrow, between the 
Tove of his country and paternal fondneſs with- 


out glowing with indignation at the tyrant, 


and admiring his fortitude ? To, Mr. Gar- 
rick, and Mrs. Cibber, the author is greatly 
indebted for the juſtice they do him, but Mr. 
Garrick ſeems to excel. the poet, his inimita- 


ble action deſerves the praiſe — words cannot 


give; we glow at his raptures, and with hearts 
ſuſceptible of condolence, feel his tendereſt 
woes; and Mrs. Cibber adds all the force fe- 
male ſtrength can give, ſhe like a tender mo- 
ther, knows no other ſorrow but that of part- 


ing with her children; in this fond, this de- 
_licate paſſion, ſhe adds a luſtre, the painter's 


pencil would be to weak to imitate; nor could 


the poet's pen, without this great addition, 


Have taught us to feel that grief he meaned 
to expreſs. We melt when ſhe ſinks under 
the load of affliction, | and the moſt flinty 
heart cannot but pity. This is the only re- 
commendation | the play has, and here we 

8 cannot 


5 


tal 


canfiot 1 obſerving that if inferior per- 


formers had acted r parts, perhaps, i it would 
Have met with very little, if any, applauſe, 


We would not, however, inf} inuate, that they | 


alone, merit all the praiſe of an impartial ſpec- 
tator. The Poet may, perhaps, claim a pre- 


cedency ; indiſputably to him we are indek ted = 


for thoſe very fine expreſſions we ſo much ad- 55 
mire” in the mouths of Amilius and Corne- 
lia, but we cannot help owning our diſſatiſ- 


faction, that ſo much elegant and ſtudied 


language is thrown away to dreſs a barren 
ſabje&t, which has no other advantage but 
what it has gained from this affiſtance, and 
which, owing to the fault of the poet, is the 


firſt on which we remember a e to hoyy 


been wrote without incidents. 


The poet, in order to introduce a very ſtrik⸗ 
ing ſcene, and which „indeed, he has made 
one of the beſt in the whole play, has, near 
the end of the fourth act, made Titus return, 
who having told Maximin, that if he would 2 3 
grant him permiſſion, he would go and try 


3 


to ſoften the inflexibility of his father, WO 
meets his ſon with reproaches, and calls him 


the tool of Maximin. Titus preſently unde- . . 
ceives his father, and tells him, that the pur- © - 


poſe of his errand is, to defire he will defend 
the city, for the jelding of it up will not 
ſpare their lives, that they had bound them- 


ſelves, by a folewn oath, to periſh; by each 
_ other's . in caſe ach a VO ſhout 5 
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places, he dei ropates' fr fr 1 8 the true el] . 3. 
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' of Maximin, whom we can never ſuj 
Would grant the requeſt of Titus, chough the 4 
other rother was left as hoſtage. -'T 3 
z the firſt act of Bis lenity we remember 8983 
Hhaye been told, © | 1 
There is a theatrical fault 
taking notice of. Cornelia, after 
over the corpſe of her dead len, retires full ot 
1. affliction— This is well enou: , and the play CES 
concludes very well—But who can ſee wh — 2 
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Mrs: Cibber return, and. ipcak an epi 
His is abſurd. Could not ſomeboc 
= haye f. ſpoke this epil ue, and Pauli 
_ ©. Have rem; A accordin 1 79 the 
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